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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Education is an ongoing process for all of us, regardless of whether we are in school or out of school.  For many, formal education is behind us, but the learning process continues throughout our lives.  The structured setting of elementary and secondary education primarily prepares us, hopefully, to get a job, earn a living, provide for our families, and to become successful, productive, citizens.  Public, secular education may provide us with the knowledge necessary to land a job and earn a living, but knowledge about “things” will never get us to heaven.  A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.
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In the Parable of the Rich Fool, Jesus tells the crowd of thousands the story of a very successful man, who gave little, if any, thought of his responsibility to God.  
In the parable, this 
man had such an abundant 
harvest that he decided to 
tear down his present storage barns and build bigger ones, big enough to store all his grain and goods.  With all he had accumulated, he would, “Take life easy; eat drink and be merry.”

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded of you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?  This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God ‘ (Luke 12:19-21).”


In my personal Bible reading, I am always on the lookout for the “therefore’s,” the “if’s,” the “and’s,” and the “but’s.”  In Luke 12:21, the “but” is a very key word.  The problem for the rich fool was not that he had stored things up -- we all store things up.  You probably have a savings account at the bank, a pantry to store food, and an attic, basement, or storage room in your house.  God had Joseph build storage facilities in Egypt during years of abundance, so that there would be food available when the seven years of famine came.  The problem for the man in the parable is not in the storing up, but in what followed the “but.” “This is how it will be with anyone who stores things up for himself but is not rich toward God.”


There are many people who are preparing for life in this world, but give no 

thought to the next.  “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose, or forfeit his very self (Luke 9:25)?”  
Gaining knowledge and getting a good education is a good thing, but we must also be educated in the teachings and precepts of the Lord.  A Godly education will not be provided through the world system.  Knowledge of the Lord, knowing Jesus, and knowing the ways of the Lord is worth more than anything the world could offer.

September is designated as “education month” at our church.  We have a variety of Sunday School classes available to help us grow in the knowledge of the Lord.  If you are not already participating in Sunday School, consider giving it a try.  After all, we can always benefit from sitting at the feet of the Master, and that is what we do when we read, discuss, and ponder God’s Word. We need to be rich toward God – in both our living and our giving.  
He rewards those who earnestly seek him.  (Hebrews 11:6).
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Come grow with us.
Join us in Sunday School!
